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Sustainable Community Development





Africa Quiz

Purpose: to introduce young people to facts about Africa and to encourage them to think about what they mean.

Equipment: Paper and pens

Group size: Any

Time: 10 mins

1. In sub-Saharan Africa, tens of millions of people live on less than a dollar a day. How many children in sub – Saharan Africa die before their 5th birthday?

A. One in ten

B. One in 20

C. One in Six

Answer: C one in six. In developed countries like the UK the figure is one in 140.

2. How many people in sub – Saharan Africa died of AIDS in 2004?

A. 100,000

B. 2.3 million

C. 1.3 million

Answer: B 2.3 million. Half of new HIV infections are among the 15-24 age groups. More than 2.5 million children in sub – Saharan Africa have been orphaned by AIDS.

3. In 1970, the UK pledged to give 0.7% of its national income in aid to developing countries. What did it give in 2004?

A. 0.36%

B. 0.7%

C. 2%

Answer: A 0.36%. A well targeted aid increase could make a huge difference to Africa. But allowing African countries to compete fairly with developed countries would be more far – reaching: a one percent increase in Africa’s exports would equal five times the amount of aid the continent currently receives.

4. How many African children were directly involved in armed conflict in 2004?

A. 4,000

B. 2 million

C. 100,000

Answer: C 100,000. In some parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo, children make up about 40% of fighting forces. The conflict has claimed 4 million lives in six years (pre-2005).

5. Sub – Saharan Africa receives $10 billion in aid every year. How much does it have to pay back in debt repayments each year?

A. 0

B. More than $10 billion

C. Less than $10 billion

Answer: B More than $10 billion. IN Zambia alone, debt repayments to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) total $25 million a year. This is more than the countries entire education budget. In Tanzania, debt cancellation enabled the government to abolish primary school fees, leading to a 66% increase in school attendance.

Source: Right Angle Activity pack. Save the Children, 2005 www.savethechildren.org.uk 
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