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Qepe{m ô xli evie mr {lmgl {i stivexi-2 Mxw qiermrk mw 
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A demonstration garden has been 
planted next to the newly named Usisya 
Community Hall. Temwa volunteer 
Julia Valdambrini worked extremely 
hard in Usisya to make this project a 
success and we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank her for her efforts. 

There are a number of reasons for the 
creation of the garden: to prove that a 
diverse range of crops can be grown in 
the area; to look at ways of improving 
the diet of the local population; and 
to cut the cost of improving their diet. 
The garden incorporates a variety of 
vegetables that are suitable to the 
local climate, but have not been grown 
in Usisya until now. These include 
butternut squash, spaghetti marrow and 
courgettes. 

Presently, there are two experiments 
running parallel in the garden ï Half of 
the beds are being fed with chemical 
insecticides and fertilizer and the other 
half with natural home-made remedies 
and organic liquid fertilizer. Hopefully, 
the latter half will prove more proý table, 
although this wonôt be known for a 
couple of years. Meanwhile, a system 
of underground irrigation pipes has 
been set up to water the garden. We 
aim to discover whether this method 

is more effective and efý cient than 
watering by hand.

The most important aspect about 
this project is that it is highly visible. 
Hopefully, many people will come and 
look at the garden and take away with 
them ideas they can use themselves. 
The garden has been set up in 
conjunction with the local secondary 
school, which is using the garden to put 
into practice the practical skills taught in 
its agricultural lessons. 

This really is an important project, 
so ý ngers crossed there will be a lot 
more variety in the diet of the people of 
Usisya in the future.
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